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Suggested Elements of Energy Emergency Planning 

1 . National Governor's Association 

The National Governors' Association has called for strategies for responding to a variety of 
possible energy emergencies. 

It is ... imperative that the states. territories, and Federal government develop strategies 
for responding to a broad variety of possible energy emergencies. Initial efforts should 
focus on strategies to prevent emergencies from occurring and to reduce the severity when 
they do occur. Efforts to diversify our energy systems while maximizing our use of cost
effective domestic energy resources are part of this long-term effort. Additional efforts in 
the interim must focus on planning the response that the Federal and state governments 
would take if any energy emergency occurs. It is essential that emergency response 
procedures be well tested to ensure the coordination and flow of information between 
energy suppliers, consumers, and Federal, state, territory and local governments. 

(Source: Strom Thurmond Institute, Guidelines for State Energy Emergency Preparedness 
(draft), 1990) 

2. National Association of State Energy Officials

The National Association of State Energy Officials (NASEO) considers energy emergency 
preparedness planning as a national priority, stressing cooperation between the private sector and 
national, state, territorial, and local governments. 

National energy policy must clearly recognize that rising energy imports increase the 
nation's vulnerability to an energy supply disruption. Reliance on the free market to meet 
the nation's energy needs at the lowest cost must be tempered by the realization that the 
market discounts their longer-term national security considerations and energy and 
environmental implications to the nation's economy. Furthermore, even with today's 
relative energy supply abundance, an energy supply emergency could be triggered by an act 
of terrorism in our own country which could have widespread impacts on the supply and 
distribution of energy. Therefore, it is the responsibility of the Federal, state and territorial 
governments to focus on preparing a coordinated, interrelated, and flexible strategy to meet 
any energy emergency which mitigates the impact on the nation's economy and balances 
regional effects of an energy supply disruption. Foremost in the formulation of an energy 
emergency response capability is the establishment of clear lines of communication and 
jurisdiction between the Federal government, states, tenitories and the energy industry. 

NASEO emphasizes that "a balanced policy must account for regional disparity and vulnerability 
while protecting the health and welfare of the nation's citizens, businesses and industries." 

(Source: Strom Thurmond Institute, Guidelines for State Energy Emergency Preparedness 
(draft), 1990) 

3 . Office of Energy Emergencies Regional Energy Emergency Planning 
Seminars 

During the 1989 and 1990 regional seminars sponsored by the Office of Energy Emergencies, 
many concerns and ideas were expressed regarding the Federal, state, territorial, and industry 
roles in energy emergency preparedness. Major ideas suggested in the course of the regional 
seminars included: 

a. the need for clearly defined energy emergency plans to cope not only with physical
damage and dislocation of supplies, but also to deal with potential sudden price
increases during any energy crisis;
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a. Petroleum Management Team

The Petroleum Management Team is activated in the event of a disruption in the supply or 
price of petroleum. It is chaired by the Virgin Islands Energy Director, and consists of 
representatives from W AP A, Amerada Hess Oil Company, Sun Oil Company, petroleum 
distributors and vendors, consumers and other agencies, as may be considered appropriate. 
Because of the various fuels, energy needs and consumers involved under the Petroleum 
Management Team's scope of service, the Team's composition is subject to change, 
depending upon the emergency. The components of the proposed Petroleum Management 
Team are illustrated in Figure 5. 

FIGURE 5 

Proposed Virgin Islands Petroleum Emergency Management Team 
Composition 

Virgin Islands Water and Power Authority 

Amerada Hess Corporation I 

Sun Oil Company I 
• Chainnan 

Director, Virgin Islands
Energy Office Petroleum Distribution Reprcseniatives 

• Motor Vehicle Fuel Group 
• Aviation Fuels 
• Marine Fuels 
• LPG 

Consumer Represeniatives I 

Appropriate Support Agencies 
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