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1.       How much of the island is designated as protected habitat for the ground lizards? 
  

The entire island of Protestant Cay is designated as Critical Habitat for the St. Croix Ground Lizard 
(Ameiva polops) 42 FR 2102-2104 
-Taken Directly from the Federal Register Vol. 42, No. 107 June 3, 1977 
        Critical Habitat for the St. Croix Ground Lizard (Ameiva polops) is determined to include the 

following areas (exclusive of those existing man-made structures and settlements which are 
not necessary to the normal needs or survival of the species): 

        1. Protestant Cay, U.S. Virgin Islands. Roughly defined by the coordinates 64° 42’ 15” N and 17° 
45’ 7.5” W 

        2. Green Cay, U.S. Virgin Islands. Roughly defined by the coordinates 67° 37’ 30” N and 17° 46’ 
15” W 

 

,  
  

2.       Is there any geotechnical information available? 
  

There are two good sources: 
  
Kennaway, T., E. H. Helmer, M. A. Lefsky, T. A. Brandeis and K. R. Sherrill. 2008. Mapping land cover 
and estimating forest structure using satellite imagery and coarse resolution lidar in the Virgin 
Islands. Journal of Applied Remote Sensing 2:023551, DOI:10.1117/1.3063939. 
  
Gould, W.A.; Potts, G.; Quiñones, M.; Solórzano M. 2012. U.S. Virgin Islands GAP Land Cover. Río 
Piedras, PR: US Department of Agriculture Forest Service, International Institute of Tropical 
Forestry. 
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3.       How much of the island is fill (if any)? 
We are not aware of any fill for construction of the hotel. But during the dredge of the WAPA 
channel, we believe it was a dewatering site as well as beach nourishment of the West beach. 

  
4.       Are there any benthic or shallow-water surveys available? 
There are some surveys available, and NOAA benthic habitat maps provide a basic overview of the 

habitats in the area. 
 
5.       Has there been in-water shoreline delineation done to determine any sensitive areas or protected 

species? 
There are protected ESA listed species to the east of the cay. The entire island of Protestant Cay is 

designated as Critical Habitat for the St. Croix Ground Lizard Pholidoscelis =Ameiva polops). 
  

6.       Are there any other protected species found on the island besides the ground lizards? 
The federally and territorially endangered Agave eggersiana. 

                
7.       Has any Environmental Site Assessments (ESA) been performed at the site in the past? If so, are those 

reports available? 
There have been some studies likely done by DFW and also by private consultants. 

-  Protestant Cay does contain a couple historic ruins that are of historic and archaeological interest 
to VISHPO.   Any proposed changes on the island would need to be reviewed by VISHPO to 
determine if the proposed development plans may pose an adverse effect to the historic sites.  
Historically, it got its name from the Spanish, Cayo Protestante prior to 1733, because Catholics 
were the only ones allowed to be buried on STX, all other, Protestants, were buried on that island. 
So, there is a historical graveyard. The French called it the island North of the City, Illot au nard 
de la Ville, The Danes initially called it “Protestantkai"' and later established Fort Sophia Frederika 
in the NE quadrant. 

 

 


